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QUINTERO MAKES THE FRONT PAGE 

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 
Mayor Frank Quintero decided to limit the opportunity of the public to speak on agenda items 
during council sessions. Now those who wish to speak must provide notice to do so in 
advance and prior to hearing the staff‟s interpretation of the ordinance or their reasoning for 
their support. 
 

Those limitations go against the spirit of the Ralph M Brown Act, a California law aimed at 
increasing public participation in local governance. Those of us familiar with this law see this procedural 
change as a further sign that the Glendale City Council and managers want as little dissenting opinion as 
possible in public matters. See what the law affords the public and try to find a justification for Mayor 
Quintero‟s action. I wish he had told us of his intentions during his campaign for re-election. If ever there 
was a rationale for term limits, this one stands right up there with the best ones. 
 
http://www.vanguardnews.com/brownact.htm  and http://www.thefirstamendment.org/brown-act.html 
 
It‟s a puzzle we simply don‟t understand. How can the highest scoring bidder not get the city contract? The 
city renewed the contract with Southland Transportation despite their low score and several documented 
problems. The Transportation Department waited until the day before the expiration of the old contract to 
renew or re-select Southland despite other challengers coming in with better scores. 
 
Not only did the city council  fail to consider why this process failed to inquire as to why the CHP records 
were not checked for vehicle violations or why the City Clerk did not have a report on their vehicle  
inspections. We have documented problems with Southland. Vanguard reported on a refusal by Southland 
to take a service animal along with the rider/owner who has a disability. There was no report on customer 
satisfaction. There were issues such as the pass through expenses that weren‟t addressed.  
 
Somehow bids are awarded to certain service providers despite failing to win the bidding process fairly.  
 
On another city contract, Modern Parking got the bid for the parking garage despite accusations of 
impropriety. The entire process was flawed and a city service provider who has managed the parking 
facilities for the city for several years was denied a renewal. We find it rather interesting that the attorney 
for Modern Parking sits on the Civil Service Commission. There seems to be too many cozy relationships 
that have gone unnoticed by the public in the past. No public oversight leads to no accountability.  
 
Goodbye Mr. Turch the lobbyist for the city in Congress. Apparently you did not have sufficient Democratic 
credentials now that Congress is in the hands of Democrats. Our apparently non-partisan Council voted 
along a straight partisan vote. Democrats for and Republicans against re-appointment. Thanks Mr. Turch 
for the five million dollars you helped direct to our city. 
 
The Duck Splash is coming. The Duck Splash is coming. The GFD was at hand to give themselves some PR 
visibility and to take credit for removing the non-potable water from the duck pond even though the staff 
report indicated that another department would handle that.  
 
The long overdue audit by the Internal Auditor on the Verdugo Fire Dispatch Center brought to light even 
more so that the GFD requires management oversight  demonstrating once again that managers don‟t have 
to have „tool‟ experience.  Bringing in trained and educated managers is a necessary step in breaking the 
culture. 
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Goodbye to Madalyn Blake – Department head for the Community Development and Housing. She survived 
the efforts of Mayor Frank Quintero to have her ousted. Years ago, before running for city council and 
continuing while a councilman, Quintero conducted a business named Alliance for Education and collected 
over $900,000 from the City of Glendale. 
 
He had a contract with the Verdugo Workforce Investment Board from FY 1999 through FY 2003 to provide 
retraining services to certain categories of unemployed. Ms Blake‟s office conducted an audit that found 
plenty of improprieties with Mr. Quintero‟s bookkeeping and other compliance issues. He never forgave her 
for that. An eight year long vendetta from Quintero must have made her glad she was protected by Civil 
Service Rules.  Apparently Mr. Quintero has a long memory and holds a grudge for a long, long time. 
 
Quintero perjured himself on his 2003 Statement of Economic Interest when he declared he had closed his 
business and received no revenue even though he received checks for $207,000 for services rendered by 
his non de plume, Alliance for Education. Quintero will be quick to pull out the letter written by the Attorney 
General at the behest of Dario Frommer then the Assembly Member in the 43

rd
 district. The letter covers 

conflict of interest at the WIB (Work Force Investment Board) not by his sitting on the State Board.  
 
CCM Friedman following up on a request for information about the Performance Bonuses paid by the City 
behest of CM Starbird seemed to be satisfied when she was told that the practice had been stopped 
because of the current financial situation. Still the City stonewalls on how much was given to whom and for 
what purpose since 2005.  According to IRS form W3 city payroll went up $17,000,000 between 2006 and 
2008 with an additional $6,000,000 in deferred compensation. 
 
Glendale hits the big time with not one or two or even three but four Farmers Markets! Thursday on Brand, 
Friday in Kenneth Village, Saturday at the Americana (it goes up against the one in Burbank) and Sunday in 
Old Town (Montrose).  
 
THIS JUST IN: SACRAMENTO --- Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association and California Foundation for Fiscal 
Responsibility won a significant victory for government transparency this week when a judge ruled they are entitled 
to a list of names and total pension benefits for all Contra Costa County employees receiving a pension of 
$100,000 or more per year. 

A retired employee had sued the county retirement board claiming that the amount paid to her in retirement 
was her private property and that releasing the information to the public would invade her privacy. 

HJTA attorneys intervened in the case and argued that, unlike the IRAs and 401k plans of private citizens 
whose retirement depends on their own savings and investment performance, public employee "defined benefit" 
plans pay a guaranteed amount, funded by taxpayers. Moreover, they argued, pension "spiking," which is the 
practice of manipulating employment statistics to boost employees pension amounts, is a widespread abuse that is 
costing taxpayers millions. 
  "The public interest in knowing how public money is spent, outweighs any embarrassment public 
employees might feel from the disclosure of their retirement benefits," said Tim Bittle, Director of Legal Affairs for 
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. 

The judge of the Superior Court agreed and ruled, "A transparent government is the cornerstone of our 
democracy. ... Access to [the requested] information makes it possible for members of the public to expose 
corruption, incompetence, inefficiency [and] favoritism." 

JULY 10 FRIDAY BUSINESS BREAKFAST IS BACK  
See you at Foxy‟s at 7AM 

Advertisement 

 

Your COO4Rent 
Interim Solutions to Speed Up Your Companyôs Success 

 
V Are you growing fast and it feels out of control? 

V Do you need help in selecting and developing a management team? 
V Do you need someone to take on the operations management but youôre not ready to hire 

someone full time? 
       Professional Interim Management  

-  Avoid cost of recruiting and fixed, high-level payroll 
-  Primary goal is to provide the solution and work ourselves out of a job 

The help you need when you need it for the time you need it. 
Call 818.694.0588 or email info@COO4Rent.net 

mailto:info@COO4Rent.net
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Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 

 
Council Reporter Laurel Miller is off to New York. Her column will resume next week 

 
 
 

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 
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1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 

From the Publisher….  Community 

 

Being part of many communities is very stimulating. The past few weeks reminded me of 

many communities of which I am a part. There is family and friends; education and 
Temple; political organizations and government; media and arts; the microcosm we live in 
Glendale and the Southern California region.  
 The Father‟s Day week brought all sorts of community. Pauline and I have 4 

children living in San Francisco, Colorado, Oregon and Ohio along with three granddaughters. The 
youngest called and told us that in December we could expect our 4

th
 grandchild, their first child.  

 Saturday, as I was walking on Brand, Herbert Molano and I spotted each other and we had a 
beverage at Starbucks while we reveiwed the attractions of the Tuesday Council meeting. Several 
people stopped to engage us and thank us for all the good work we have done and do for the betterment 
of our town. 
 On Tuesday my friend Craig called to ask me to join him in Pasadena for dinner to meet someone 
who wanted to start a bank. I was unable to make it but I shared resources of people that had previously 
started merchant banks and those who do compliance. 
 Wednesday was Doctor visit day. We chatted about the future of EMR (Electronic Medical Records) 
and the even better news was that with his treatment I may have gotten rid of a chronic illness, 
something almost unheard of. 
 On Thursday, Pauline and I took her brother and sister-in-law, visiting from the UK, to the Geffen 
Playhouse to see Farragut North about the Iowa Caucus. The Geffen sits diagonally across from UCLA 
Medical Center, where laid the remains of Michael Jackson. The Medical Center was surrounded by large 
satellite trucks, a forest of gigantic antennas reaching skyward, 
 When we left the playhouse about 10PM, sidewalk sellers were hawking Michael Jackson tee 
shirts. Entrepreneurs are born by adversity.  
 On Friday our business breakfast brought together new and old friends that each have a true 
sense of the diverse Glendale community. When I stopped off at City Hall to pickup the Council packet I 
saw and chatted with City Clerk Ardy who said my weight loss looked great.  
 Saturday we had a yard sale and met all sorts of people from our geopolitical community. It was a 
wonderful experience. We shared stories about the City Council, about Netanyahu and 
Obama, about the Sylmar fire, from folks living in the neighborhood while the 
insurance company replaces their home. They bought one of Pauline‟s favorite 
pictures. She was sad and happy. Happy that people who are rebuilding their life after 
losing everything will have this picture. 
 We met celebrity families and folks who shared where the best ethnic 
restaurants are and who has the best grocery stores. We sold off all our Michael 
Jackson memorabilia.  
 Saturday night we dragged ourselves to the home of a blind friend in South Pasadena where some 
of our friends from Landmark Education were gathered out of friendship. Since we met her and Havana, 
the Lab guidedog who always gets a treat when visitors come, when we took the SELP at Landmark, we 
ave gotted to know that when she worked for the IRS as a trainer, the IRS doesn‟t really practice what 
they preach. A story for another day. 
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 On Sunday I spoke with Herbert Molano about the free concerts at the Levitt Pavillion in Pasadena. 
I told him my experience about selling the idea of adding a Glendale venue to the Mortimer Levitt 
Foundation, to the City of Glendale and to the Americana. There were no takers. The Foundation wanted 
a venue further away and selected Long Beach. Glendale can‟t support the bits of the arts that it already 
has and its commitment is to the Alex and the Americana is a commercial venture. I told Mr. Molano that 
I would share my community contact list with him.  
 A bit later I heard from my friend Tony Klinger in the UK. [Tony has been a periodic columnist in 
Vanguard.] He sent along his latest article on Michael Jackson, Mr. In Between.  
 Evelyn Hansen checked in during the City Council meeting to let me know that she was in 
Oklahoma (the State not the musical) on her way to save her animals on her Missouri farm. The criminal 
case against her attackers at a candidates forum was continued as the prosecution hadn‟t turned over a 
video tape to the defense. Meanwhile the Neighborhood Services hearing went unattended as Hansen 
was at the Court House under subpoena.  
 Even though we are in the Independence Day weekend, think about the communities of which you 
are a part. It is through those communities that we learn, discuss and debate about those things that 
give us a democratic independence. Barry Allen 
 
ON THE OTHER HAND… 
Politicians statewide created the liability problems for the cities by handing out lavish increases that make 
government employees the Masters of the Universe of pension benefits. Regular employees in Orange County, 
for example, get 2.7 percent for every year worked, which means 30-year employees could retire at age 55 with 
81 percent of their salary. Sheriff's deputies and firefighters get even more: 3 percent of final salary. That's pretty 
typical. By comparison, unless you're a government employee or a corporate executive, your pension benefits at 
age 55 probably will be zero. The government pension problems were enormous even before the collapse of the 
stock market. At least until the market recovers, which could be a very long time, the problems are exponentially 
worse. The California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS), which handles pension funds for most 
cities and counties, recently skated past that issue by approving a scheme that averages out its horrendous 
losses over a 30-year period. Cities and counties pleaded with CalPERS to do this because otherwise they 
would have had to pump many more millions into the fund. This is an awful mess, but taxpayers are just 
beginning to wake up to what's going on. That's because few politicians have even been willing to talk about it.  

            BARRY ALLEN 

 
"If you can't drink a lobbyist's whiskey, take his money, sleep with his women and still vote against him in the 
morning, you don't belong in politics."  And, “Money is the mothers’ milk of politics.”Jesse Unruh 
 
Almost $6,000,000 worth of pork later, Quintero, Drayman and Friedman say goodbye to lobbyist David 
Turch…he is welcome to submit his qualifications along with the other lobbyists seeking Glendale’s business. 

   

 
 

"The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the public with the public's 
money" - Alexis de Tocqueville 
 

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein 

 
Commentary:   TIME FOR COUNCILMEN TO SHOW THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL LOVE 

Electing your dream political candidate is like falling in love. The romance eventually 
wanes as the object of your admiration eventually falls back to his core persona. 

A voter, like a lover who is beseeched eagerly, may fall in love following the attention, the 
flower petals, the compliments, the caring ways and promises of the suitor. The lengthy list of 
things they share in common flow like a stream of poetry. If she loves the outdoors, so does he. If 
she loves Scarlatti at the park, so does he. If she has vegetarian leanings, he gives up steak. She 
gets to plan a honeymoon in Costa Rica and he promises her a Prius. Their future looks bright 

and green. 
Eventually, the suitor can’t sustain the pretense. His actions no longer match his words. She begins to 

notice that the promised Prius gave way to a Hummer. That he rather be in Vegas than the Galapagos. Day by day 
she notices that she is no longer the object of his desire. She is caring for two kids, two jobs and two loads of 
laundry. He is out playing poker. 

She is overburdened, but her relatives don’t know. They only see her husband on holidays and special 
events. They see him handling the barbecue like a pro, talk about global warming and giving warm embraces to the 
kids or playing catch with the football. She sees an actor before her, but she can’t convince her friends. 

Impossible they say. He is so caring; just yesterday he was talking about water conservation at the park. 
He is so elegant, just last week he displayed his diamond-encrusted cuff-links. He has finesse and panache. He is 
a gentle soul and a true friend of the environment.  

http://www.sbsun.com/editorial/ci_12709946
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/the_american_republic_will_endure_until_the_day/191338.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_einstein.html
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Eventually, his words, like those lifted from some else’s résumé, reveal a pretense that is hard to maintain. 
That wife’s experience is like that of voters facing the real politician. When the councilman is no longer available 
because he is courting a major developer, the voter gets stuck with the high utility bills and the water shortage. 
When he is out talking about how green he is, he is probably thinking of his wallet. When he talks about water 
conservation, he is making sure there is plenty for his swimming pool and development projects in the pipeline. 

And so it was that last Tuesday afternoon, during a discussion of the upgrade of Griffith Manor Park, a 
newly transformed water conservationist councilman came forth. How can we conserve the water? He said. How 
can we find ways to recycle or reuse? The expressions of environmental love were there. But the imagery only 
lasted a few hours.  

At the evening session, an activist posed a question to the city council. He dared them to disclose publicly 
their water bills since the official start of the water crisis in July of 2007. The silence was deafening. It was like the 
wife confronting her wayward husband to explain the strange lady’s undergarment she found in his glove 
compartment. 

I think we all should demand to see Najarian’s last twelve utility bills since July of 2007. We need to see his 
conviction in a more revealing way. It’s been a dry spell since he really showed us the love. 

 
COMMENTARY II: CITY NEEDS A REAL PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE DSP 

Most people would think that the city management is so concerned about public opinion that they've directed the 
city attorney to write a commentary to the Glendale News-Press (GNP). His opinions are probably directed at land 
developers who wonder how the city got stuck defending an unnecessary lawsuit of the Downtown Specific Plan. 
Now the legal arguments are finally coming to public awareness. 

In the GNP as in a court of law, the city attorney can make pretty much any claim he wishes: “Isn’t it true, 
that…?” Just fill in the blank for any claim accurate or absurd that may persuade the public or a jury. But unlike a 
court of law where a counter argument can be presented within a matter of minutes, the public has no chance to 
rebut or challenge their statements right away at the city council or in the newspaper. In my case, not at all in the 
GNP since apparently I've had my say. At City Council, we, the public, are relegated to present our counter 
argument the following week at some late hour of the night when few people get to see our rebuttal. 
  So let’s have a real debate.  Let’s bring all the relevant history and actions of the past city councils and the 
city management with regard to quality-of-life issues in the downtown areas of Glendale. A real debate means a 
time to answer charges immediately when the information is fresh in the minds of the public. How about a ninety 
minute debate at the Central Library? Let’s bring in Mayor Quintero, whose false promises to me, led directly to this 
legal challenge.  

Here is the heart of the city attorney’s argument: “Essentially, he has attempted to leverage a 
CEQA lawsuit at considerable public expense in order to achieve his vision of where and what 
downtown open space should look like; a decision that is appropriately left to the public’s elected 
officials after public input.”    

The very reason why we have CEQA is that the public cannot simply leave all decisions to 
elected officials unchallenged. Influences from developers, special interests and outright corruption are 
but a few of the reasons that such laws exist. So many of the decisions the Glendale city council has made ignored 
public opinion. If you doubt my words just look at the city council’s decision on Area 14 or you can simply take a 
drive on Lomita between Central Avenue and Chevy Chase Drive and see for yourself what can happen to a city 
neighborhood when city plans go unchallenged. 
  I am not against development per se. But I am against a city ignoring its own plans and objectives aimed at 
reducing the impact of development on an area’s quality of life. To get its way, the city council not only has ignored 
public opinion in major decisions, they ignore their own studies, their own plans and the recommendations by Blue 
Ribbon commissions formed to establish the most ardent public opinions of parkland on record. 

Scott Howard conveniently plants an apparently unjustified motivation for my advocacy. “…in order to 
achieve his vision of where and what downtown open space should look like.” But I can show that the proposals 
I’ve made for the two acres of open space at Central Park are based directly on the city’s own documents, studies 
and objectives and were supported by councilmen when they ran for office.  
  What should concern land developers is that the city management would be willing to tie up all the 
development in the 220 acres of the DSP area (Banks will not lend when the EIR of the areas open for 
development are being challenged in court) when they could easily have preserved two acres in the open space the 
city already owns. It’s not more complex than that – Two acres of open space for 220 acres of increased 
development and higher densities. That sounds more than fair to me.  
  In the end, land developers should line up to thank me profusely for saving their financial rear ends. Were it 
not for the delays caused by this lawsuit, they would have completed hundreds of dwelling units in the middle of the 
worst real estate market in decades.  

But, given that the city paid such astronomical legal fees to outside attorneys in such a short period of time 
makes me wonder if their real motivation was to have some of that money work its way back to their benefactors in 
the city. This is a two year old topic. Why is it getting so much attention today? Is it because the City Officials want 
to take the pressure off the payroll issues that I have been demonstrating? This is a classic case of misdirection to 
take the attention away from the real issues facing the City.   HERBERT MOLANO 



6 

 
Thanks TO CHRISTIAN ARBID 

 

 
    
 
 

 
The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or 

Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or 
have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

We get mail: Barry, Bruce, Herbert, Richard and others that have been speaking for 

several years about the pending financial crises in Glendale that was unrelated to the present 
loss of revenue I want you to know that I apologize for not listening to the facts you all were 
presenting and went about my business thinking that these guys are just blowhards that 
want to see themselves in front of an audience. Now as I look back you guys were right and 

the real blowhards sit on the dais. I wish I had listened and asked the appropriate questions and maybe if 
others would have listened things would be different on the Council. Keep up the good work. We will open 
our ears. GK 
Please name the employees that received the bonus.   Civil Service employees should not receive a bonus.   This 

is not Wall Street.   I never heard of Civil Service employees receiving a bonus.   How much did each employee 
receive? MD [ED – We’ll never know as long as the City stonewalls. It may take a Writ of Mandate from the 
Superior Court to loosen the City’s grip on information.] 

Banning cigarette smoke and legalizing Marijuana -- is this an oxymoron? No this is moronic -- hey, ya gotta get 

those tax dollars! I wonder what the charge for a "pack" or needed ration of marijuana will be -- probably free -- 
medical reasons, you know!  For all of you cigarette smokers it may be a good idea to switch! 
Marlene Walker [ED – Booze and Butts kill more people every year than Pot. We made them legal and tax them. 
Pot costs us lots in corrections officer OT. They want to keep Pot illegal to save their jobs. During the Prohibition 
years my Uncle was a member of the Purple Gang and brought booze in from Canada. Today we just go to Indian 
reservations and buy the booze and butts tax-free. We don’t have to drive across the ice on Lake St. Clair.] 

Do you ever wonder about just who are your neighbors?  I did so I looked for and found this website that 

lets me know who and where the felons are and why they were convicted. FP 

VVanguardians…we are unhappy with you…just go away. You don’t speak for us. We are happy with the new 

class of wealthy City employees who don’t even have to be citizens. We support the time off given to them to go to 
the Citizenship ceremonies. 
 We support that the top 600 city workers, managers and public safety, get over $100,000 a year while 
they are giving us their best and over $100,000 per year when they retire. Glendale is the premier City and has the 
best management and public safety. Who is Vanguardians to tell us differently? 
 We support the City Manager being able to give performance bonuses of up to $10,000 an employee. We 
support the Firefighters Union for giving up $600,000 worth of COLA which in reality was double dippng because 
the City agreed to pay for the 12% increase of the health care insurance [COLA includes MEDICAL CARE 

(prescription drugs and medical supplies, physicians' services, eyeglasses and eye care, hospital services)]. 
That’s OK. We approve that.  
 The Police Union won’t give up their COLA. Shame, shame on them. They complain that they have to 
work every hour of their shift, don’t get paid to sleep or exercise; they have to do car stops alone while the GFFA 
has 4 people. But we want the firemen to have everything. They protect us from fires.   
 We voted for those fine people at the helm and the Manager they hired. We give them our voice and our 
trust. They know what is good for us. Suffering with a few potholes and reduced services to keep City employees 
and retirees happy is more important than constituent services. 
 Go away and take your ilk with you! We want a City just like us. No smoking; no banquet halls; no black 
Beemers racing through our streets; less water; no more mansions and no more variances. We want more than 
one million square feet of vacant commercial / retail space and look forward to higher utility bills. 

Total Number 
of Current and 
Active Glendale 
Foreclosures as 
of July 3, 2009 

are:  852 
 

The writer is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. 818.232.7899 
Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, 

Loan Modifications check out his blog at www.LenderLies.info .....Email 
Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question may be 
answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 

 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
http://www.felonspy.com/search.html
http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20070724224526AAAlIPm
http://www.lenderlies.info/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
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 You challenge us with facts. You push us to think for ourselves. You do what other media doesn’t; How do 
you expect me to look at and listen to facts when my mind is made up. You challenge the people I voted for and I 
don’t like that. They are my friends and they do my bidding. Can’t you just leave us alone so we can watch, 
“Dancing with the Stars or watch re-runs of Frasier episodes featuring John Drayman as the nut?” 
Pick up and get out, now!  Our brains are full. GNF 

As a retired federal investigator I watched the Council meeting on Tuesday evening. I couldn’t believe that some 

on the dais were so open as to their dealings with the parking lot contract and the Dial-A-Ride contract. I would 
venture to say that, in my opinion, money changed hands. Were I still on the job I would request an OK from my 
boss to look into every aspect of those two transactions. RF 

 

We get calls:  Where is doctor Espiritu? [ED – Espiritu is the sole-caregiver to his elderly 

mother and can‟t leave her alone at night. He does make it to our weekly breakfast meetings. 
He is in touch with all things Glendale. You may recall when then CCM Quintero accused 
Espiritu of getting closed session information when he had a copy of the discriminatory 
Armenian Police Car flyer. Quintero was more worried about an alleged leak than he was 

about the lack of discipline in the GPD. The City went to the expense of deposing Dr. Espiritu to find out 
that, as he had said in open session, the document came from the Court. Espiritu is aware of another 
deprivation of a civilian Civil Rights case that will be filed shortly.] 
 

¶ Vanguard is always reporting information that you get from Public Records. I also read the Daily 
News and see that they also report on information like the high salaries our City pays its 
employees. Why doesn‟t the Glendale News Press report on issues like Vanguard and the Daily 
News do? All of my friend‟s thank you for letting us know what is happening in our City. [ED – Good 
question but not directed to the responsible party. I would suggest that you ask the GNP.] 

 

¶ You must be onto Quintero and he knows it. That is why he is casting aspersions. I wonder how he 
„launders‟ the money from constituents? Watching the Council meeting last night gave me chills. 
Money must have changed hands on the parking concession and I would bet on the DialARide. I 
think you were right when you challenged the lack of CHP reports and customer satisfaction 
interviews. The story I got was an offer of $15,000 was made for parking. [ED – The caller was 
directed to the proper authorities outside of Glendale with allegations that are claimed to be back 
up with wav recordings.] 

 

¶ [Vanguard received this rant and included it as it explains „wants‟ without the necessary „need‟ for 
funding.] “I am a pro-lifer but I‟ll be damned if I will vote to pay for these kids and their needs. Why 
should I have to pay for all these children, they‟re not mine. Then we should put more people in 
prison to keep them off the street. Especially the homeless and the criminals. Put „em in jail and 
throw the key away. I don‟t care if there aren‟t enough jails or guards. The inmates don‟t need 
books and healthcare. Let them rot. Do what that Sheriff in Arizona does. He makes prisoners live in 
tents. So what, they deserve to. Especially those abortionists. We should just kill them because 
they kill Gods children. And get rid of those homosexuals. We don‟t need them in Glendale. They 
need to be fixed so they don‟t get our kids. I don‟t know why they let them into sing at the Alex. I 
won‟t go there anymore because of them. We need more police to keep out this element... [ED – 
There was a lot more, but you get the point.] 

 

¶ Who makes the day-to-day decisions for the GRA, like the Disney flyover and the ongoing activities 
like the parking rates at the Americana? [ED – Public records indicate that City Manager Starbird as 
the Executive Director of the Redevelopment Agency has been empowered for that purpose. The 
Council needs to be able to make the important decisions like the colors on the Pantera mural on 
California.] 

 

¶ The people who can ill afford it lost the Beeline transportation on the 3
rd

 when it went to a Saturday 
mode and closed on the 4

th
 of July. The Post Office and the Banks were open on the 3

rd
 but not the 

City of Glendale except for the trash trucks. This is a typical brainless action by our over paid city 
managers. Make them rely on public transportation like some of us do. 

 
Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2

nd
 Floor at 613 E Broadway. 

Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway. 
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave. 

Phone numbers are in the 818 area code unless noted otherwise 
Monday, July 6 

http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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Glendale Water & Power Commission – 4:00 pm, CH.  548-2107 
 
Tuesday, July 7 
2:30 pm – CH  Housing Authority  548-2060; Redevelopment Agency 548-2005; Joint Meeting RE:  Community 

Development Block Grant Entitlements and Revised Action Plan for 2009-2010 548-4844 
6:00 pm  City Council 548-4844 
 
Wednesday, July 8 

Civil Service Commission -- 5:00 pm CH  548-2110 
 

Thursday, July 9 

Design Review Board #1 -- 5:00 pm, MSB  548-2140 

3  Public Information 

Assembly Judiciary committee OKs CFAC-sponsored bill to prevent agencies from using anti-SLAPP law to deter citizens' suits 
under open-government laws 

On a 9-1 vote, the Assembly Judiciary Committee Wednesday approved legislation, sponsored by CFAC, to limit the risk 
assumed by those who resort to court to force local and state agencies to comply with the open records and open meetings laws. The bill, 
SB 786, was introduced by State Senator Leland Yee. 

SB 786 is directed to lawsuits in which a government agency, defending itself from a claim of violation of the Public Records Act, 
the Brown Act or the Bagley-Keene Act, invokes the state anti-SLAPP law in order to both dismiss the suit and to seek an award of 
attorney's fees against the plaintiff. SB 786 would maintain agencies' option to invoke the anti-SLAPP law, but it would bar award of 
attorney's fees to the government unless the plaintiff's lawsuit is frivolous. 

The suit is prompted by a 2008 Court of Appeal decision in a lawsuit brought by two individuals and Calaware, a Sacramento-
based nonprofit organization, against the Orange Unified School Board, alleging violations of (among other things) the Brown Act and 
Public Records Act. In addition to affirming the school district's defense on the merits, the appeals court sustained, under the anti-SLAPP 
Act, an award of attorney's fees--over $80,000--in favor of Orange Unified. 

Unless reversed through legislation, the Court of Appeal decision could expose plaintiffs in open-government lawsuits to crippling 
penalties . . . Read More   

 
CPRA Request: Under resolution 08-130 the GFD can charge for certain services performed by the fire suppression companies 
– Engine and Truck Companies. Provide documents and writings indicating charges and collections for such fees under that 
resolution for services performed by said Engine and Truck companies. 
Response: Fire Department does not charge for services performed by the fire suppression companies.  

 
CPRA Request: Documents showing the number of applicants for the fire department for the last request for firefighters or the 
number of applicants from September 2007 to March 2009. It is our understanding that the GFD hired 13 and only one was 
released. Documents demonstrating the number of applicants for those positions. 
Response: 1003 

4 Vanguardians  
¶ Vanguard Friday Breakfast Club had a powerful, energetic group at Foxy‟s. Each week we add more people 

with good information to share. Each week we add a few new faces and have returning warriors. Become one. 
This is an excellent opportunity to share opinions about quality of life issues.   

¶ All issues of Vanguard are archived at www.vanguardians.org  

¶       A reminder: If you see blue underlined words that is a link to more information on that article. 

¶ Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org.   

¶ Great opportunity for you to place your ad or link on www.vanguardians.org  

¶ Vanguardians needs a donated car or van in running condition. Blue Book donation value 

¶ The Vanguard editorial advisory panel reviews and often comments on each edition. Let us know by email if 
you would like to be considered for the advisory panel. 
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support 
Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS” Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they 

are concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The 
comments are their own.    

 

After years of using the bargaining table with the employee associations to increase their own pockets by 
selecting the benefits they wanted for retirement, the executives are now the first ones to throw the employees 

http://www.cfac.org/content/index.php/weblog/cfac_sponsors_bill_to_prevent_agencies_from_using_anti_slapp_law_to_deter_c/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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under the bus to gain themselves favors with the council. Look for the pains of the budget to fall on the shoulders of the lowest in 
the organization. Don't look for any to affect the leadership at the top. 

To show the integrity of City staff, as part of the recent Budget adoption, the Council adopted a corresponding fee 
schedule. Excellent move to adopt fees at the same time that you approve expenses.   

However, the ordinance adopted out dated fee schedules in some cases.  When management realized their error, they 
gave instruction to ignore the newly adopted fees and just keep collecting the higher fees. Such great integrity? But you can 
expect someone to be promoted for it any way. 
 

6 Humor or Not 

 
Screwing in a light bulb is obvious. 
Understanding the sustainability of 
pensions, benefits and payroll is 
obvious especially to those that 
don't have the deep government 
pockets. Screwing the public 

without them knowing requires a politician. 

7 News Briefs from the neighborhood  

Newspapers among those seeking release of pension data in Contra 
Costa County 
A retired Contra Costa County sheriff’s deputy is trying to block release of 
information about his pension on grounds of privacy. Newspapers 
contend that the public, especially during a recession, has the right to 
know how their tax money is spent. . . . Read More 

 
Los Angeles Times: The media, in the end, will report what the 
community wants to know -- or what it thinks the community wants to 
know. If people stop caring about such news, newspapers, television and 
even bloggers will grow increasingly blasé as well. That's the way it's 
always worked. 

 
Luna Playhouse offers a film discussion club starting July 5

th 
at 5PM. The 

first two films are a documentary about the current Iranian Cinema, and 
the second is CHILDREN OF HEAVEN (Bachehaye Aseman). 
Refreshments will be served.  

To become a member contact Aramazd A-S Stepanian (818) 545-
4005. LUNA PLAYHOUSE (818) 500-7200 3706 San Fernando Road, 
Glendale, CA 91204 www.LunaPlayhouse.com  
 
Never a shortage of top paying government jobs: New Additions to the 
PublicCEO Job Board The City of Burbank is searching for a Water and 
Power Administrative Officer, Tulare County is seeking a Director of 
Resource Management Agency and the City of Inglewood is hiring a 
Principal Librarian.  There are plenty more job openings available on the 
PublicCEO Job Board. 
 
EL MONTE – El Monte averted bankruptcy after all four of its employee unions 
agreed to cuts in benefits to help eliminate the city's budget deficit.  

Though a collective sigh of relief spread over the city council chambers 
after the last minute announcement was made, many residents walked away from 
the meeting still frustrated by the dire financial situation the city is in.  

In addition to the cuts in employee benefits, El Monte was forced to lay off 
100 employees, slash programs and close one of its four fire stations in order to 
eliminate the $12 million budget deficit it faced for the fiscal year that began July 1.  
 

Benicia could join shrinking cities as departments merge 
St. Helena hires new city manager from 102 applicants 
Livingston set to evaluate city manager's performance 
Mayor slams council members, alleges deals with union on budget 
City clerk measure headed for ballot 
 
WATCHDOG REPORT | DIGGING INTO SAN DIEGO'S FINANCES 
City payroll sees big gains in high-income earners 
 
Former Grand Terrace city manager admits he covered up 
embezzlement investigation in 2003 
 
Shaw v. People ex rel John Chiang , No. C058479 

In an action related to California's state budgetary process, trial court judgment is 
affirmed in part and reversed in part where: 1) the Legislature's amendment of 
Revenue and Taxation Code sec. 7102 is invalid and thus most of the Legislatures 

http://www.cfac.org/content/index.php/weblog/newspapers_among_those_seeking_release_of_pension_data_in_contra_costa_coun/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-privacy28-2009jun28,0,596905.story
http://www.lunaplayhouse.com/
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-293:last-days-to-apply-for-many-jobs-listed-on-publicceo-job-board
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-293:last-days-to-apply-for-many-jobs-listed-on-publicceo-job-board
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-sobi2Task--E-sobi2Details--A-sobi2Id--E-165--A-Itemid--E-29
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-sobi2Task--E-sobi2Details--A-sobi2Id--E-165--A-Itemid--E-29
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-sobi2Task--E-sobi2Details--A-catid--E-1087--A-sobi2Id--E-93--A-Itemid--E-29
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-sobi2Task--E-sobi2Details--A-catid--E-1087--A-sobi2Id--E-93--A-Itemid--E-29
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-sobi2Task--E-sobi2Details--A-sobi2Id--E-164--A-Itemid--E-29
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=47&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-Itemid--E-29
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/news/ci_12728403
/index.php?view=weblink&catid=19%3Atodays-news&id=677%3Abenicia-could-join-shrinking-cities-as-departments-merge&option=com_weblinks&Itemid=46
/index.php?view=weblink&catid=19%3Atodays-news&id=679%3Ast-helena-hires-new-city-manager-from-102-applicants&option=com_weblinks&Itemid=46
/index.php?view=weblink&catid=19%3Atodays-news&id=673%3Alivingston-set-to-evaluate-city-managers-performance&option=com_weblinks&Itemid=46
/index.php?view=weblink&catid=19%3Atodays-news&id=667%3Amayor-slams-council-members-alleges-deals-with-union-on-budget&option=com_weblinks&Itemid=46
/index.php?view=weblink&catid=19%3Atodays-news&id=666%3Acity-clerk-measure-headed-for-ballot&option=com_weblinks&Itemid=46
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/jun/30/city-payroll-sees-big-gains-high-income-earners/?metrown
http://www.sbsun.com/news/ci_12717221
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data2/californiastatecases/c058479.pdf
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appropriations of Public Transportation 
Account spillover gas tax revenue for 
the 2007-08 budget year are invalid 
because they do not serve a 
transportation planning or mass 
transportation purpose; and 2) the court 
properly rejected the Legislature's 
transfer of $409 million from the Public 

Transportation Account to the General Fund for past debt service payments on 
Proposition 108 bonds as not being consistent with the purposes of the Public 
Transportation Account. Read more...   PDF version 
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